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PREVIOUSLY IN 
THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES

CHAPTER 13
On the way to Baskerville Hall, Holmes and Wat-

son discuss the case.  They do not have enough evi-
dence against Stapleton to convict him, so they must 
set a trap and wait for him to reveal himself before 
making a move against him.

Back at Baskerville Hall, Sir Henry is happy to see 
Sherlock Holmes arrive.  Watson breaks the news of 
Selden’s death to the Barrymores, and Mrs. Barry-
more mourns her younger brother.  

Over dinner, Holmes and Watson recount their 
night’s adventures, leaving out their suspicions of 
Stapleton, and congratulate Sir Henry on keeping his 
promise to Watson to stay home.  Sir Henry promises 
Holmes that he will do whatever Holmes requires of 
him without questioning it.  In the middle of a sen-
tence, Holmes suddenly stares at the family portraits 
on the wall above the dining-room table.  After Sir 
Henry retires, Holmes shows Watson the portrait 
of Hugo Baskerville, the ancestor whose cruelty, ac-
cording to the family story, was supposedly punished 
by the original hound.  When Holmes asks if the 
face looks familiar, Watson sees only a faint echo of 
Sir Henry’s.  But when Holmes covers the portrait’s 
hair with his arm, Watson realizes that Stapleton is 
the living image of Hugo Baskerville.  The problem 
of motive is solved.  Stapleton is a Baskerville, and 
therefore a possible heir to Sir Charles’s fortune.

In the morning, Holmes tells Sir Henry that 
Holmes and Watson must return to London.  He 
instructs Sir Henry to dine at the Stapletons’ home as 

he had planned, but to walk home alone afterwards.  
Sir Henry is puzzled and hurt at their desertion, but 
he acquiesces.  

Holmes and Watson travel to the train station, but 
do not board the train.  Instead, they go to Coombe 
Tracey to interview Laura Lyons again.  Once she 
has learned that Stapleton is married, she admits 
that it was he who insisted that she write the note to 
Sir Charles, just as it was he who prevented her from 
keeping the appointment.

Lestrade arrives from London with a warrant, and 
the three men prepare for their night’s work.

CHAPTER 14 PART 1
Sherlock Holmes has not told either Watson or 

Lestrade the details of his plan.  The three go to Sta-
pelton’s house and find a hiding place nearby.  Peering 
through the window, Watson sees Sir Henry and Sta-
pleton sitting at the dinner table, but not the “sister.”  
When Stapleton comes outside for a moment to check 
something in a shed behind the house, Watson hears a 
strange scrabbling noise from within. 

The fog is rolling in, and Holmes fears for the suc-
cess of their plan.  Finally, Sir Henry emerges from 
the fog, walking along the path towards Baskerville 
Hall.  Bounding after him, there comes an enormous 
hound, larger and more horrible than any animal they 
could imagine, with fire dancing on its muzzle and 
back.  As Watson puts it:

“Never in the delirious dream of a disor-
dered brain could anything more savage, more 
appalling, more hellish be conceived than that 
dark form and savage face which broke upon us 
out of the wall of fog.”

Thank You!
Discovering Sherlock Holmes was conceived by 

Stanford Continuing Studies; from its beginning, it 
has enjoyed the generous support of many at Stanford 
and in Palo Alto.  Those who gathered around this 
idea have given cheerfully of their enthusiasm, their 
creativity, their time, and their financial support.  
Many, many thanks to all of them.

Linda Paulson, Associate Dean and Director, 
Master of Liberal Arts Program
Director, Stanford’s Discovering Sherlock Holmes Project
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“Phosphorus,” I said.
“A cunning preparation of it,” said Holmes, sniff-

ing at the dead animal. “There is no smell which 
might have interfered with his power of scent.”  (1)

Needless to say, this magical compound is an in-
vention of Conan Doyle’s.  Phosphorus is extremely 
caustic—not to mention poisonous—and could burn 
through f lesh right down to the bone.

“You have saved my life.”
“Having first endangered it.”  (1)
Sometimes, although not always, Holmes applies 

his brutal honesty to his own shortcomings.

But the shock of the night’s adventures had shattered 
his nerves, and before morning he lay delirious in a 
high fever, under the care of Dr. Mortimer. The two 
of them were destined to travel together round the 
world before Sir Henry had become once more the 
hale, hearty man that he had been before he became 
master of that ill-omened estate.  (4)

Poor Sir Henry Baskerville has succumbed to a 
well-known 19th-century malady affecting only liter-
ary characters: brain fever resulting from a shock.  
This “disease” is more metaphorical than real, and 
generally serves to impress upon the reader the grav-
ity of the horror experienced by the character and the 
depth of his or her sensitivity.  Without the high fe-
ver, the modern reader could accept “shattered nerves” 
as a 19th-century description of a malady we take 
quite seriously today: post-traumatic stress disorder.

Holmes sank to his waist as he stepped from the path to 
seize it, and had we not been there to drag him out he 
could never have set his foot upon firm land again.  (5)

One would assume that the third person here is 
Lestrade, not Mrs. Stapleton, although Watson does 
not say.

Holmes’s enthusiasm for the chase is shown in his 
disregard for his own safety.  He knows that Watson 
and Lestrade, both practical men, will be there to pull 
him out of the mire.

A huge driving-wheel and a shaft half-filled with rub-
bish showed the position of an abandoned mine.  (5)

The remains of tin mines, from the Bronze Age to 
the early 20th century, can be found upon the moor.  
Conan Doyle probably visited some ruins during his 
stay in Dartmoor.

It was the end of November, and Holmes and I sat, 
upon a raw and foggy night, on either side of a blaz-
ing fire in our sitting-room in Baker Street.  (15)

In the collected version of Hound of the Basker-
villes, the following two sentences appear just after the 
first sentence of Chapter 15:

“Since the tragic upshot of our visit to Devonshire 

he had been engaged in two affairs of the utmost 
importance, in the first of which he had exposed the 
atrocious conduct of Colonel Upwood in connection 
with the famous card scandal of the Nonpareil Club, 
while in the second he had defended the unfortunate 
Mme. Montpensier from the charge of murder which 
hung over her in connection with the death of her 
step-daughter, Mlle. Carere, the young lady who, as it 
will be remembered, was found six months later alive 
and married in New York.”

These cases remain, alas, undocumented by either 
Watson or Conan Doyle.

“His wife had some inkling of his plans; but she had 
such a fear of her husband — a fear founded upon 
brutal ill treatment—that she dare not write to warn 
the man whom she knew to be in danger.  If the letter 
should fall into Stapleton’s hands her own life would 
not be safe. Eventually, as we know, she adopted the 
expedient of cutting out the words which would form 
the message, and addressing the letter in a disguised 
hand.”  (9)

Even if a disguised letter fell into Stapleton’s 
hands, would this brilliant criminal genius be unable 
to figure out that his untrustworthy wife must be the 
culprit?

“With characteristic promptness and audacity he set 
about this at once, and we cannot doubt that the boots 
or chambermaid of the hotel was well bribed to help 
him in his design.”  (9)

The “boots” is the staff person in charge of polish-

NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS

A partial map of the moor, with all its features 
marked: towns, tors, mires, barrows, etc. 
From Samuel Rowe, A Perambulation of the Ancient 
and Royal Forest of Dartmoor.



ing the gentlemen’s boots and shoes in a hotel at night.  
Losing two boots in a row would be a serious matter, 
so the servant would have to have been well bribed to 
take such a risk.  Sir Henry had paid six dollars for his 
new boots.  That seems like a small sum, but in today’s 
currency it would be over $100.  Sir Henry only had 
three pairs of boots, so the loss of two pairs was a sig-
nificant blow.

“The more outré and grotesque an incident is the 
more carefully it deserves to be examined....”  (9)

“Outré” is French for exaggerated or outrageous—a 
favorite word of Holmes’s.

“In doing so I held it within a few inches of my eyes, 
and was conscious of a faint smell of the scent known 
as white jessamine.”  (10)

“Jessamine,” or white jasmine, is a night-blooming 
white f lower having a distinctive sweet and pungent 
scent. 

“I have a box for ‘Les Huguenots.’  Have you heard 
the De Reszkes?” (11)

Les Huguenots by Giacomo Meyerbeer (1791-1864) 
is a five-act opera first performed in Paris in 1836.  
It recounts the story of several romances against the 
backdrop of the events leading up to the Saint Bar-
tholomew’s Day Massacre, a widespread massacre of 
French Protestants, known as Huguenots, on August 

24, 1572.  
The Oxford Dictionary of Opera lists two De Reszke 

brothers: Jean (1850-1925), a tenor; and Édouard 
(1853-1917), a bass.  They performed together in Les 
Huguenots many times in New York, where they were 
leading singers at the Metropolitan Opera, and on 
tour in London.  A sister, Josephine (1855-1891), sang 
soprano roles, but retired upon her marriage in 1884, 
too early for the chronology of Hound.  Of the three 
singing siblings, Jean was the most acclaimed for the 
beauty and versatility of his voice. 

Holmes displays an appreciation for music 
throughout the stories.  Besides being an accomplished 
violinist, he attends concerts and operas.  In “The 
Red-Headed League,” he reveals his preference for 
German music because it is more “introspective” than 
Italian or French.

“Box seats,” like the ones Holmes has obtained 
tickets for, are located at the sides and rear of the hall 
(see picture below).  The cheaper seats down below in 
the “stalls”—what we know as the orchestra—offered 
less luxury and privacy, and, paradoxically, less oppor-
tunity to see and be seen by high society.

NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS

An autographed picture of Jean De Reszke playing 
Raoul in Les Huguenots, 1897. 

Above, the interior of Covent Garden Theatre, where 
Holmes has tickets to see the opera, after an aquatint 
by Pulin and Rowlandson, dated 1808. 

Below, an 1808 view of the Covent Garden Theatre, af-
ter an engraving by S. Rawle, from H. Saxe Wyndham.  
Annals of Covent Garden Theatre from 1732 to 1897,
vol. I., 1906.
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