
presented by

stanford continuing studies

of 12
7

with the support of
Stanford Alumni Association 
Stanford University Libraries

Sherlock 
Holmes,

Consulting
Detective

12 issues of 
SHERLOCK 

HOLMES
adventures 

brought to you 
by Stanford
University
in 2006.

March

10
2006A SHERLOCK

HOLMES ADVENTURE:  THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES



Dear Readers and Friends,

E
ver since Stanford's serial reading series be-
gan in 2002, it has been fired by the generos-
ity, talent, and energy of a remarkable group 
of people at Stanford. Stanford Continuing 

Studies, with the enthusiastic support of Charles 
Junkerman, Dean and Associate Provost of Continu-
ing Studies, has assumed the bulk of the considerable 
financial responsibility of this project. With the sup-
port of the Stanford Alumni Association and Stan-
ford University Libraries, we anticipate being a part of 
your reading lives for years to come.

Many at Stanford have given cheerfully of their 
intelligence, their creativity, and their time to bring 
this series to your home. Linda Paulson dreamed 
up and has directed the project from its beginning. 
Mary Eichbauer, Ph.D., created the notes, searched 
out graphics, and wrote the number summaries. John 
Mustain, Rare Books Librarian in Stanford's Special 
Collections, has been our resident Conan Doyle col-
lector, as well as our expert librarian. Larissa Brookes. 
Tom Farrell, Janet Sakai, Larry Scott, Lauren Scott, 
Christy Smith, Stu Snydman, and Peter Whidden 
made sure that every text and image was tenderly 
treated and clearly scanned. Anna Cobb took 100-
year-old text and graphics and brought them together 
into compelling harmony on paper and on the website. 

Aerin Wilson took text, graphics, and design and cre-
ated the website. Christine Soldahl and Diana Nem-
erovsky coordinated all electronic aspects of the proj-
ect. Ben Knelman, a Stanford senior, has answered 
every single email and voicemail message from friends 
and readers.

The enthusiasm that has already greeted this proj-
ect can only be a tribute to Arthur Conan Doyle and 
to the remarkable vitality of his fictional detective, 
Sherlock Holmes.

Linda Paulson, Associate Dean and Director, 
Master of Liberal Arts Program
Director, Stanford’s Discovering Dickens Project

       If your copy has not arrived by the end of the following week,

please contact us at sherlockholmes@stanford.edu or at 650-724-9588, 

and we will mail you another copy immediately.

PREVIOUSLY IN 
THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES

CHAPTER 7
Watson and Sir Henry find Baskerville Hall 

more cheerful in the morning light, but both agree 
that they heard the sound of a woman sobbing in the 
night.  Barrymore, the butler, denies that it was his 
wife, but her red-eyed appearance suggests otherwise.  
Watson goes to town to make sure that the black-
bearded Barrymore was actually in Dartmoor while 
Sir Henry was being followed by a similarly endowed 
stranger in London, but the doctor is unable to get a 
definitive answer.

On his way back to Baskerville Hall, he meets the 
naturalist Stapleton, who is out chasing butterf lies.  
This new acquaintance tells Watson that he knows 
his way through the treacherous Grimpen Mire.  As 
they speak, a pony is being sucked down into the bog, 
a sight that horrifies Watson.  They hear a weird cry, 
which Stapleton claims is the call of the bittern, an 
almost extinct bird.  While Stapleton is off chasing a 
butterf ly specimen, his sister mistakes Watson for Sir 
Henry and warns him to leave the moor.  Watson vis-
its the Stapletons’ home, but refuses an offer of lunch.  

m
For more notes, illustrations, 

and background information, 

please visit our website at 

http://sherlockholmes.stanford.edu

While returning to Baskerville Hall, he meets Miss 
Stapleton again, who tells him that he should disre-
gard her earlier warning, but refuses to explain it.

CHAPTER 8
Watson transcribes his first report to Holmes into 

the story.  In it he describes Baskerville Hall’s neigh-
bors.  There is Dr. Mortimer, who is busy excavating 
a Neolithic grave, and Mr. Frankland of Lafter Hall, 
whose hobby is litigation.  Watson and Sir Henry see 
much of their close neighbors, the Stapletons, because 
Sir Henry and Miss Stapleton are becoming romanti-
cally interested in each other.  To Watson, it seems 
that Miss Stapleton’s brother does not approve.  

To help Watson find the truth about Barrymore, 
Sir Henry interrogates the butler about where he was 
when the telegram arrived from London, but Barry-
more is still not able to prove he was at home.  Other 
suspicious circumstances arise.  Mrs. Barrymore 
often looks as if she has been crying, and, one night, 
Watson observes Mr. Barrymore walking stealthily 
through the corridor and shining a light at the win-
dow of an empty room.  Watson and Sir Henry form 
a plan to discover the reason behind the Barrymores’ 
strange behavior.
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS

And yet the course of true love does not run quite 
as smoothly as one would under the circumstances 
expect.  (3)
A reference to Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream: “The course of true love never did run 
smooth.” 

...there was thrust out an evil yellow face, a terrible ani-
mal face, all seamed and scored with vile passions.  (10)
Like Dr. Mortimer, Watson apparently believes 
that there is a criminal “type”—a throwback to a 
less evolved human being who is closer to our ani-
mal origins.  

Late nineteenth-century criminology focused 

on the vain hope that criminals could be recognized 
by certain physical traits.  Cesare Lombroso (1835-
1909), Italian scientist, first developed his theory of 
the “born,” or “atavistic,” criminal in 1872.  Lombroso 
believed that this type of criminal was a throwback to 
an earlier stage of evolution—the Neanderthal—both 
physically and psychologically, and therefore lacked 
an ethical sense.  The criminal’s face and body were 
marked by what Lombroso called “stigmata.”  

Other researchers often had trouble reproducing 
Lombroso’s results, probably because his methods 
were slipshod.  In The Female Offender (an authorized 
American edition from 1895) Lombroso complains 
that no one but he could find 33 “criminal anomalies” 
in the dimensions of the skull of Charlotte Corday 
(at left). In 1793, Corday famously murdered Marat, 
revolutionary friend of Robespierre, in his bath.

Through the years, Lombroso tried to modify his 
theory to go beyond biology by taking account of envi-
ronmental, social, and psychological factors; however, 
his work remained f lawed by his preconceptions of 
what criminality meant.  He defined criminals as peo-
ple who were already in jail, and never compared them 
to the general population in order to test his theory.  
His writings had a great influence on the American 
criminal justice system, but today are no longer taken 
seriously, except as an historical curiosity.  Towards 
the end of his life, Lombroso—like Conan Doyle—
became an ardent spiritualist. 

The idea that criminals possess a low forehead and 
other “primitive” physical characteristics was influ-
enced heavily by phrenology and anthropometry. Such 
ideas also surfaced in the literature of the time.

A 19th-century view of Dartmoor Prison, where Selden was incarcerated until his escape (from A.J. Rhodes, 
Dartmoor Prison, 1933).



NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS

A scene on the moor, with ancient stone monuments that probably had a religious significance (from A Peram-
bulation of the Ancient and Royal Forest of Dartmoor, by Samuel Rowe, Vicar of Devon, 1848).

The remains of Bronze Age habitations like the ones Watson might have seen when he arrived at Dartmoor.

I caught one glimpse of his short, squat, strongly-built 
figure as he sprang to his feet and turned to run. At 
the same moment by a lucky chance the moon broke 
through the clouds. We rushed over the brow of the 
hill, and there was our man running with great speed 
down the other side, springing over the stones in his 
way with the activity of a mountain goat.  (11)
Selden’s atavism has advantages—he is able to outrun 
his more “civilized” pursuers.

A lucky long shot of my revolver might have crippled 
him, but I had brought it only to defend myself if at-
tacked, and not to shoot an unarmed man who was 
running away.  (11)
Like Conan Doyle himself, Watson follows a chival-
ric code of honor, even when it does not work to his 
advantage.
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