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CHAPTER 1
Holmes and Watson examine a walking-stick 

left in their rooms for clues to the background of its 

owner.  Among other things, Watson deduces that 

the man is a country doctor who does a great deal of 

walking.  After disproving most of Watson’s further 

deductions, Holmes concludes that the stranger was 

a house-physician at Charing Cross Hospital in Lon-

don, and that the stick was presented to him upon his 

leaving that post for a private practice in the country.  

From a closer examination of the stick, he deduces 

that the unknown doctor has a dog that is in the habit 

of carrying the stick around in its teeth.  Watson 

looks the man’s name up in a medical directory and 

learns that he has published several articles about 

atavism.  Soon the man’s arrival proves that Holmes’s 

reasoning lies closer to the truth than Watson’s.  Dr. 

Mortimer, the stick’s owner, is a country doctor from 

Devonshire who wishes to ask their advice about an 

urgent manner.  

CHAPTER 2
Dr. Mortimer reads aloud an old country legend 

from a manuscript in his pocket about a man named 

Hugo Baskerville, who lived during the British Civil 

War.  Hugo, a wild, lawless man, kidnapped a young 

woman from a nearby village and locked her away in 

a room of his castle.  When she escaped, he swore to 

his companions that he would sell his soul to the devil 

if he could only catch her.  Mounting his horse to ride 

in pursuit, he set his hounds on her.  His companions 

followed, fearful that Baskerville would commit some 

terrible act of brutality.  During the chase across the 

moor, the young maiden died of fear and fatigue.  

Apparently the victim of divine retribution in punish-

ment for his cruelty, Baskerville was set upon by a 

“hound of hell,” which killed him.  Since that time, 

all the Baskerville men have died mysterious and hor-

rible deaths.  

Holmes dismisses the story as a “fairy tale,” but 

becomes more interested when Dr. Mortimer reads 

a newspaper article describing the recent death of 

Mortimer’s friend Sir Charles Baskerville, Hugo’s 

descendant, who died in mysterious circumstances 

at his home in Devonshire.  Something apparently 

frightened the kindly old man, who had a heart at-

tack and died while running away.  No indications of 

violence or foul play were found on the body of the 

deceased, although his face wore a horrible expression 

of terror.  The inquest found that the old man died 

from a long-standing heart condition, but Dr. Mor-

timer has his doubts.  He tells Holmes and Watson a 

fact that he withheld from the authorities, for fear no 

one would believe him.  Near the body of his friend 

Sir Charles, Dr. Mortimer observed the footprints of 

a gigantic hound. 

PREVIOUSLY IN THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES  Issue 3, Chapters 1 and 2

Dear Readers and Friends,

D
iscovering Sherlock Holmes was con-
ceived by Stanford Continuing Studies; 
from its beginning, it has enjoyed the gen-
erous support of many at Stanford and in 

Palo Alto.  Those who gathered around this idea have 
given cheerfully of their enthusiasm, their creativity, 
their time, and their financial support.  Many, many 
thanks to all of them.

Linda Paulson, Associate Dean and Director, 
Master of Liberal Arts Program
Director, Discovering Sherlock Holmes

Arthur Conan 
Doyle in 1863, 
at 4 years old.  
From “Portraits
of Celebrities—
A. Conan 
Doyle,” 
The Strand 
Magazine, 
vol. ii, 1892. 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONSNOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS

“...one a farrier....”  (3)
A farrier shoes horses, as opposed to a black-
smith, who forges metal items such as horse-
shoes.  “Farrier” and “blacksmith” are often used 
interchangeably.

The doctor’s point is that the three people who 
claim to have seen the hound are levelheaded coun-
try folk, not normally given to f lights of fancy.

“And you, a trained man of science, believe it to be 
supernatural?”  (4)
A doctor and a “trained man of science” like 
Mortimer, Conan Doyle had no trouble believing 
in the supernatural.  He attended séances and 
believed in fairies.

“...who arrives at Waterloo Station....”  (4)
Opened in 1848 and rebuilt several times since, 
Waterloo Station serves the south and southwest 
rail corridor from London.  It is located in Lam-
beth, across the Waterloo Bridge and about three 
miles from Baker Street.

“...f led to Central America, and died there in 1876 
of yellow fever.”  (4)
Found in Africa and South America, yellow fever 
is a viral infection transmitted by mosquitoes.  

“I have had a wire that he arrived at Southampton 
this morning.”  (4)
Southampton, located on the south coast of Eng-
land, is a major port.  

Two views of Holmes–wearing his dressing gown 
and smoking shag tobacco–thinking over a problem.  
Left, actor William Gillette plays Holmes; above, 
Sidney Paget's illustration from “The Man with the 
Twisted Lip.” Photo from The Strand Magazine, 1901.
Illustration from The Strand Magazine, 1891. 

“...with merely local powers like a parish vestry....”  (4)
That is, a local parish council.

“When you pass Bradley’s, would you ask him to send 
up a pound of the strongest shag tobacco? Thank you. 
It would be as well if you could make it convenient not 
to return before evening.”  (5)
When Holmes has a problem to think through, he pre-
fers to smoke shag tobacco, a coarse, cheap tobacco with 
a high nicotine content favored by workingmen.

“I therefore spent the day at my club....”  (5)
The gentleman’s club was a refuge away from home 
for the middle- and upper-class man, and lasted as 
a widespread institution well into the 20th century.  
Club membership was very exclusive, and was predi-
cated on social standing, military service, interest in 
cricket, hunting, etc. 

“This small clump of buildings here is the hamlet of 
Grimpen, where our friend Dr. Mortimer has his 
headquarters.”  (6)
The town of Grimpen and all the landmarks on the 
moor pointed out by Holmes are fictional.

Out of the envelope he took a half-sheet of foolscap pa-
per folded into four.  (8)
"Foolscap" is common paper, so named because in the 
18th century it used to be imprinted with the image 
of a fool ’s cap.
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS

“The differences are obvious. The supra-orbital crest, 
the facial angle, the maxillary curve, the–”  (9)
The “supra-orbital crest” is the protruding bone 
above the eye; “facial angles” are measured between 
the forehead and upper jaw and the jaw to the ear; the 
“maxillary curve” is the curve of the upper jaw. Mor-
timer cites anatomical terms used to measure skull 
proportions, and thus to determine an individual’s 
racial origins.  Bertillon’s system, anthropometry, 
used similar “skull typing” purely for the identifica-
tion of criminals.

“...the leaded bourgeois type of a Times article....”  (9)
The typeface used by the London Times.

“It’s the pet story of the family, though I never 
thought of taking it seriously before.”  (11)
There are numerous legends attached to old Eng-
lish homes and families, stories of hauntings or 
other mysterious happenings.  Conan Doyle was 
inspired to write Hound when a friend told him a 
legend from the Dartmoor that involved a hound. 

“...and then we will drop into one of the Bond Street 
picture galleries....”  (13)
New Bond Street branches off to the right from 
Oxford Street, just below Regent Street, and leads 
into Old Bond Street where numerous art galleries 
are located.  The Royal Academy of Art is nearby.

A partial catalogue of foreheads from Bertillon’s 
archive.  Photograph from McClure’s Magazine, 
March 1894.

For more notes, illustrations, and background information, please visit our website at 

http://sherlockholmes.stanford.edu

m

MARCO BARRICELLI
of the Oregon Shakespeare Festival &

the American Conservatory Theater will offer a

free dramatic reading of

"THE SPECKLED BAND"
Sunday, February , , : p.m.

Kresge Auditorium on the Stanford University campus.
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Then, still keeping a hundred yards behind, we followed into Oxford Street and so down Regent Street.  (12)
Oxford Street crosses Regent Street at Oxford Circle. Holmes and Watson would pass along Oxford Street 
from the bottom of the map and turn right on Regent Street at Oxford Circus.  They would continue down 
Regent Street through Piccadilly Circus, make a left on Pall Mall, passing Trafalgar Square, and go on to The 
Strand and Charing Cross, where the (fictitious) Northumberland Hotel was located. 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS

George Newnes, Publisher and Editor-in-Chief of The Strand Magazine, during the first year of Sherlock 
Holmes’s success.  From The Strand Magazine, Vol. iv, 1892.

THE STRAND MAGAZINE: 
RICHES TO RAGS AND BACK AGAIN

When Arthur Conan Doyle took nine years off from 

writing Sherlock Holmes stories, he did not stop 

publishing other stories and essays in The Strand 
Magazine.  Nevertheless, the magazine’s subscrip-

tion went down by an estimated 20,000.  When The 
Hound of the Baskervilles was serialized in 1901-1902, 

The Strand’s circulation increased by 150 percent of 

what it had lost before.  Publisher George Newnes 

(1851-1910) must have been more than happy to see 

Holmes and Watson on the case again.

The Strand Magazine’s 
Offices in Southampton 
Street, London, just off
The Strand. 
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