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A SHERLOCK HOLMES ADVENTURE:  A SCANDAL IN BOHEMIA
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Dear Readers and Friends,

I
n 1887, Arthur Conan Doyle introduced 
Sherlock Holmes and John Watson to their 
reading public. These two - the ultimate de-
tective and his admiring scribe - began their 

partnership of logic and innocence in these first 
two novels: A Study in Scarlet and The Sign of Four. 
But it was the short story that ensured Holmes's 
and Conan Doyle's fame. In July, 1891, The Strand 
Magazine published “A Scandal in Bohemia,” the 
first of twelve stories that ran until June, 1892, and 
were later published as The Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes. The series was an immediate sensation. 
As the stories and novels came out over the next 
36 years, The Strand Magazine released them first 
- and illustrated them memorably. You are holding 
a facsimile of that first short story. Over the next 
12 weeks, Stanford Continuing Studies will re-re-
lease selections from Arthur Conan Doyle's early 
tales and novels of Sherlock Holmes: “A Scandal in 
Bohemia” and “The Speckled Band”; the nine-part 
novel, The Hound of Baskervilles; and the famous 
last encounter between Holmes and Moriarty, 
“The Final Problem.”

Popular literature released over time, like these 
Sherlock Holmes stories and novels, was part of an-
other 19th-century phenomenon: the popular maga-
zine, which for the first time was widely and cheaply 
available. We in the twenty-first century are no 
strangers to serial fascination, but we are more likely 
to attach ourselves to weekly television series, or focus 
on much-anticipated film sequels and prequels. This 
serial offering of Sherlock Holmes fiction  invites you 
to rediscover the more leisurely, and more engaged, 
virtues of Victorian serial publication. Follow the Vic-
torians' lead: read each installment as it arrives - on 
your own, or aloud with family and friends - and savor 
the anticipation of the next week's installment. And 
don't forget to consult the website, updated weekly, for 
a deeper look at the culture that surrounds the text.

This project is supported by Stanford Continu-
ing Studies, and is made possible by the generosity, 
energy, and talents of many people at Stanford and 
in Palo Alto. Stanford University Libraries and the 
Stanford Alumni Association have been generous 
partners since 2001. FolgerGraphics, also a part of 
Stanford's reading project since its beginning, has had 
extraordinary patience with our efforts to recreate 
cheap Victorian publishing practice  in a twenty-first-
century printing company. 

Mary Eichbauer, Ph.D., took on the daunting job 
of researching and writing the all the notes for this 

project, as well as locating the graphics for the facsim-
ile copy and for the web - and brought her knowledge 
of detective fiction and her gifts as a researcher. John 
Mustain, from Stanford's Special Collections, has 
provided all the enthusiasm and detailed memory of 
a Conan Doyle collector and all the expertise of a rare 
books librarian. Anna Cobb, graphic designer, has 
once again created a compelling visual world of Sher-
lock Holmes in print and on the web.

 Aerin Wilson, Christine Soldahl, and, Diana 
Nemerovsky have created and tested every single 
electronic detail of the website. In Special Collections, 
we are indebted to many who searched, scanned, and 
protected the manuscripts: Larissa Brookes, Tom Far-
rell, Janet Sakai, Larry Scott, Lauren Scott, Christy 
Smith, Stu Snydman, and Peter Whidden. As always, 
Maggie Kimball, University Archivist, has helped us 
see what was possible. Cindy Pearson from the Stan-
ford Alumni Association has enthusiastically shared 
this idea with Stanford alumni and has taken on the 
project as a special cause. Ben Knelman, a Stanford 
senior, cheerfully answers every email and phone mes-
sage and makes certain that, even when the postal 
service fails us, you get your weekly copy.

The enthusiasm that has already greeted this proj-
ect can only be a tribute to Arthur Conan Doyle and 
to the remarkable vitality of his fictional detective, 
Sherlock Holmes.

Linda Paulson, Associate Dean and Director, 
Master of Liberal Arts Program
Director, Stanford’s Discovering Sherlock Holmes

m

MARCO BARRICELLI
of the Oregon Shakespeare Festival &

the American Conservatory Theater 

will offer a free dramatic reading of 

"THE SPECKLED BAND" 
Sunday, February , , : p.m.

Kresge Auditorium

on the Stanford University campus.

       We are making every effort to insure that mailed copies arrive at your home on Friday every week. 

If your copy has not arrived by the following Monday, please contact us at sherlockholmes@stanford.edu

or at 650-724-2933, and we will mail you another copy immediately.
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS
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To Sherlock Holmes, she is always the woman. (1)
Perfectly logical though he may seem, Holmes is not
above making the occasional misogynistic remark.  In
this story, he learns the cost of underestimating the
intelligence and resourcefulness of women.  Opera
singer Irene Adler is one of the very few women ever
to win Holmes’s interest or respect.  No matter how
much Conan Doyle’s female readers might have desired
it, however, Holmes never falls in love.

My marriage had drifted us away from each other. (1)
At the end of Conan Doyle’s second novel featuring
Holmes, The Sign of Four, Watson married Mary 
Morstan, whose father’s mysterious past in India is 
central to the plot.  

...while Holmes, who loathed every form of society with 
his whole Bohemian soul...  (1)
Holmes is not a “Bohemian” in the same sense as the
King.  Because Gypsies were erroneously thought to
have originated in Bohemia, the country’s name came 
to mean “unconventional.”  The King, a Bohemian by 
birth, is extremely conventional, and judges people by 
their rank rather than their qualities, thus earning
Holmes’s scorn.

...and alternating from week to week between cocaine 
and ambition, the drowsiness of the drug, and the fierce 
energy of his own keen nature.  (1)
Holmes rejects middle-class stability in favor of his
vocation.  When he has no cases to investigate, he
takes cocaine—at the time, a legal drug—as an

artificial substitute for the thrill of the chase.  

From time to time I heard some vague account of his do-
ings: of his summons to Odessa in the case of the Trepoff 
murder, of his clearing up of the singular tragedy of the 
Atkinson brothers at Trincomalee, and finally of the 
mission which he had accomplished so delicately and 
successfully for the reigning family of Holland.  (1)
Conan Doyle often has Watson list Holmes’s various
cases.  Unfortunately, Conan Doyle (or Watson)
neglected to report most of them in the stories.  

...and indicated a spirit case and a gasogene in the 
corner.   (1)
Also called a “tantalus,” a spirit case holds crystal de-
canters of spirits (whiskey, brandy, etc.) so that they are 
visible and yet inaccessible to the servants.
A gasogene, or “gazogene,” is the Victorian equivalent 
of a seltzer bottle: it uses a canister of carbon dioxide 
under high pressure and forces the gas into plain water 
to make sparkling water for use in mixed drinks.  

“You would certainly have been burned, had you lived a 
few centuries ago.”  (2)
As a witch, that is.  Witch burnings in England took
place mostly in the 16th and 17th centuries.

“Hence, you see, my double deduction that you had been 
out in vile weather, and that you had a particularly malig-
nant boot-slitting specimen of the London slavey.”  (2)
A “slavey” was a maidservant performing the most
menial duties in a Victorian household.

Supercolor
Page is color controlled with Supercolor 1.0.61Copyright 2002 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AGTo view actual document colors and color spaces, please download free Supercolor Viewer Plug-In from:http://www.heidelberg.comApplied Color Management Settings:Output Intent (Press Profile): Web Book.icmRGB Image Profile: ECI_RGB.iccRGB Graphic Profile: ECI_RGB.iccTurn R=G=B Graphic into Gray: yesGray Image: Apply CMYK Profile: noGray Graphic: Apply CMYK Profile: noTreat Calibrated RGB as Device RGB: noTreat Calibrated Gray as Device Gray: noRemove embedded non-CMYK Profiles: noRemove embedded CMYK Profiles: noApplied Miscellaneous Settings:All Colors to knockout: noPure black to overprint: yes  Limit: 95%Turn Overprint CMYK White to Knockout: yesTurn Overprinting Device Gray to K: noEnable Overprint in Device CMYK: no

Supertrap
Page is trapped with Supertrap 3.0.66Copyright 2002 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AGTo view traps, delete traps or to get detailed trapping information, please download free Supertrap Viewer Plug-In from:http://www.heidelberg.comSettings:Width: 0.044 mm  =  0.125 ptPrintorder: Cyan / Magenta / Yellow / Black / Step Limit: 25.0%Common Density Limit: 0.50Centerline Trap Limit: 100%Trap Color Scaling: 100.0%Image to Object Trapping: yesImage to Image Trapping: yesBlack Width Scaling: 100.0%Black Color Limit: 95.0%Overprint Black Text: 12.0ptOverprint Black Strokes: yesOverprint Black Graphics: yes



NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS

“Eglow, Eglonitz–here we are, Egria. It is in a Ger-
man-speaking country–in Bohemia, not far from 
Carlsbad.”  (3)
Holmes’s index is in error.  Eger, not Egria, was
located in Bohemia.  Bohemia today is part of the
Czech Republic.  Carlsbad (or “Karlsbad”) is a city in
the Czech Republic (about 100 miles from Prague) 
that is famous as a spa.  In Conan Doyle’s time, Bohemia 
was part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

“Remarkable as being the scene of the death of Wal-
lenstein.”  (3)
Albrecht Wenzel von Wallenstein (1583-1634) was a
Bohemian general during the Thirty Years’ War who 
was assassinated at Eger during a negotiation.

“I am lost without my Boswell.”  (4)
James Boswell (1740-1795) famously chronicled the 
life of Samuel Johnson (1709-1784) and is credited 
with inventing the modern art of biography.

Heavy bands of Astrakhan were slashed across the 
sleeves and fronts of his double-breasted coat...  (4)
Astrakhan wool consists of lambskin with the curled
wool still attached.  The King’s style of dress stands
out as exotic, and even barbaric, in Victorian London.

...a black vizard mask...  (4)
That is, a mask that covers the upper part of the face
from the eyebrows to the nose.

“Some five years ago, during a lengthy visit to War-
saw, I made the acquaintance of the well-known ad-
venturess, Irene Adler. The name is no doubt familiar 
to you.”  (5)
Irene Adler resembles British actress Lily Langtry
(1853-1925), who had an affair with the Prince of 
Wales. Other sources have been suggested for her 
character as well.  Calling her an “adventuress” (mean-
ing a “gold-digger”) is more than a little insulting.

You will find me at the Langham under the name of 
the Count Von Kramm.” (6)
Founded in 1865 as a grand luxury hotel, the Langham 
has been restored and is in operation again today.  It
is just a few blocks from Baker Street.

“One other question,” said he. “Was the photograph 
a cabinet? (7)
A cabinet photograph was meant for framed display, 
and was roughly equivalent to a 4x6 photograph today.  
Holmes seems to be wondering how easily the photo-
graph in question could have been concealed.

“I soon found Briony Lodge. It is a bijou villa, with 
a garden at the back, but built out in front right up to 
the road, two stories.  Chubb lock to the door.” (7)
Bijou means “ jewel” in French, and implies that the
villa was small but well-appointed.  The Chubb lock,
patented in 1818, was advertised as unpickable.  The
company exists today.

“I then lounged down the street and found, as I ex-
pected, that there was a mews in a lane which runs 
down by one wall of the garden.” (8)
A mews is an urban alleyway with stables facing on it,
away from the main street.

“...or turn my attention to the gentleman’s chambers 
in the Temple.” (8)
Occupied by the Knights Templar until their disband-
ing in the early 14th century, the Temple Church gave 
its name to the surrounding area, which has served as 
the legal center of London for seven hundred years.  
Since Godfrey Norton was a lawyer, he would have 
had rooms at one of the Inns of Court at the Temple.  

“When Mrs. Turner has brought in the tray I will 
make it clear to you.” (9)
Holmes and Watson’s landlady is named Mrs. Hud-
son in The Sign of Four and elsewhere in the stories.  
Mrs. Turner never appears again.  Perhaps she was 
just visiting.

...an amiable and simple-minded Nonconformist cler-
gyman.  (10)
Holmes chooses as his disguise a minister not associ-
ated with the Anglican Church.  It was against the law 
to impersonate a Church of England minister.  

...such as Mr. John Hare alone could have equaled. (10)
A prominent Victorian stage actor who went on to 
make at least two silent films. 

“A married woman grabs at her baby; an unmarried 
one reaches for her jewel-box.” (12)
This conceit has become a commonplace of the detec-
tive story: if you manufacture an emergency, you will 
find out where the valuables are hidden.

“I’ve heard that voice before,” said Holmes, staring 
down the dimly lit street. “Now, I wonder who the 
deuce that could have been.” (13)
Holmes rarely fails to observe what is right before 
his eyes.  Here, his misogyny blinds him to the fact 
that the “slim youth” rushing by might not be what 
he seems.
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS

“She left this morning with her husband by the 5:15 train from Charing Cross  for the Continent.”
Irene has left for “the Continent,” meaning Europe. Charing Cross Station can be found in the lower right 
of this map, on the Strand near Trafalgar Square.  The Temple, where Godfrey Norton has his chambers, is 
marked at the very top of the map.
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